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(54) CIPHERING METHOD AND DECIPHERING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To safely and surely 
maintain security by using a file cipher key obtained 
based on the N kinds, master keys and intrinsic attribute 
information respectively corresponding to the N files, 
storing ciphered files for which the respective files are 
ciphered along with the respective kinds and the 
attribute information and then, eliminating the file cipher 
keys and the master key used for ciphering. 
SOLUTION: For one master key (m) generated first, the 
(n) kinds corresponding to the (n) files to be ciphered 
are obtained corresponding to a prescribed kind division 
rule. Thereafter, based on the intrinsic attribute 
information and the master key for the respective files, 
the obtained file cipher key is used and the (n) files are 
respectively ciphered. Then, the (n) kinds 1 1a are stored 
along with a file size 1 1b which is the attribute 
information in the respective header parts 1 1 of the 
respective corresponding ciphered files 1-(n). 
Thereafter, the (n) file cipher keys and the master key 

are eliminated. Thus, the management burdens of the ciphered files and the cipher key are 
reduced. 
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